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THE following are plain parochial Diſ 
courſes. They are committed to the 


Preſs, with the hope that they may 1 
ſome ſmall degree contribute, by the di 
vine bleſſing, at this alarming criſis, tc 
awaken the attention of thoſe into whole 


hands they may fall, to a due conſidera 


tion of their religious and political inte 
reſts and duties. 


SERMON I. 


O our God, wilt thou not judge them? For we 
have no might againſt this great company that 
cometh againſt us; neither know we what to do: 
but our eyes are upon thee. 2 CHRON. xx. 12, 


HE diſpenſations of divine Providence often 
appear intricate and perplexed to weak and 
ſhort-ſighted mortals: but there is, no doubt, a 
regular chain and conſiſtency preſerved by the in- 
finite wiſdom of God in the adminiſtration of them. 
In ſome inſtances God affords ſuch intimations as 
may lead to a diſcovery of his great deſigns, and 
teach us by analogy to reſt ſatisfied of the wiſdom of 
thoſe which we are not at preſent able fully to com- 
prehend. To teach us the more effectually to fear 
his judgments, to admire his wiſdom and over-ruling 
providence, and to trult his goodnels, 1t has pleaſed 
God that the various events which betel his Church 
and People of old ſhould be faithfully recorded, and 
we may derive from them ſuch inftruttion as our own 
circumſtances require, 

In this view the events which befel the kingdoms 
of Iſracl and Judah, ſuggeſt certain principles upon 
which we may reaſon with reſpect to ourſelves, and 
collect information, reproof, or admonition, ac- 
cording to our own condition, and the events which 
paſz around us. The narrative, of which the text 
is a part, will, I truſt, be found to ſuggeſt matter 
of ſuitable meditation for the preſent occaſion. 
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To prepare the way for ſuch remarks as apply 
more particularly to ourſelves, it may be expedicnt 
to take a brief review of the {tate of the kingdom of 
Judah, at the time more immediately referred to. 

The kingdom of Judah appears, at that ſeaſon, to 


have enjoyed an unuſual meaſure of proſperity. 


Jehoſhaphat may be juſtly reckoned as one of the 
molt upright of its ſovereigns. + The Lord was 
& with him becauſe he walked in the firſt ways of his 
& father David, and ſought not unto Baalim *.” He 
maintained the worſhip of Jehovah, and made due 
proviſion for the religious inſtruttion of his people b. 
It was not then imagined, becauſe ſome Kings had 
wickedly abuſed their authority, for the maintenance 
of idolatry ; that therefore the true Religion was to 
be left to ſhift for itſelf, without the countenance and 
ſupport of the ſupreme Government, That notion 
was reſerved for the madneſs and impiety of the 
preſent age. The kingdom was proſperous : Jeho- 
ſhaphat had cities of ſtore, and much buſineſs in the 
cities of Judah*®, He was ſecure againſt the attacks 
of enemies from abroad ©; and at home juſtice was 
adminiltered with ſtrièt integrity: Take heed (ſaid 
& Jehoſhaphat to the Judges), what ye do; for ye 
& judge not for man, but for the Lord: for there 
& 1s no iniquity with the Lord our God, nor reſpect 
* of perſons, nor taking of gilis*,” But all this fair 
form of picty, of proſperity, and of juſtice, was in 
danger of being ſuddenly deſtroyed. The children 
of Moab, and the children of Ammon, with others 
beſides, came againſt Jehoſhaphat to battle: they 


advanced towards his kingdom, and the information 


of their deſigns ſpread a general alarm: “ Jehoſha- 


2 Chap. xvii. g. b Ver, 8, 9. © Chap. xvii. 12, 13. 
4 Ver. 10. © Chap. xix. 6, 7, 
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phat feared, and ſet himſelf to ſeek the Lord, and 
* proclaimed a faſt throughout all Judah.” Nor 
were the people diſobedient to the royal proclama- 
tion: for © Judah gathered themlelvcs together, to 
& aſk help of the Lord: even out of all the cities of 
Judah they came to ſeek the Lord.“ The prayer 
of jehoſhaphat, on this occaſion, as you have heard“ 
already, exprefies a deep revercnce of the divine 
Majeſty, as the ſupreme Ruler over all the king- 
doms of the world ; as the God who had wrought 
ſalvation for Ifrael | in times Pall. and cſtabliſhed his 
worſhip amons{t them; as the God who had encou- 
raged them to ſeek unto him in their atlliction, and 
who had promilced to hear and help them. Being 
threatened therefore with an unjult and unprov ke 
attack, from a numerous and cruel enemy, who 
was come up to. invade their country, and to cait 
them out of the poſſeſſion which God had given 
them to inherit; Jehoſhaphat commits his cauſe into 
the hands. of God, and implores his protettion :— 
« O our God wilt thou not judge them? For we 
% have no might againſt this great company which 
% cometh againſt us; neither know we what to do: 
& but our eyes are unto thee.” God heard his 
prayer, and encouraged him by his prophet : + Be 
* not afraid, nor diſmayed by realon of this great 
6 multitude; for the battle is not yours but God's.” 
And God wrought deliverance for his people in a 
wonderful manner, and made their enemies the in- 
ſtruments of their own deſtruttion. 

The particulars which call for our more eſpecial 
attention arc, 

I. The ſituation of Judah, threatened with an 
invaſion by a numerous and hoſtile power. 


* It was the Leſſon appointed for the Morning Service. 
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II. The inability confeſſed by ]Jchoſhaphat to de- 
ſend his people, without the divine aſſiſtance. 

III. His committing himſelt and his cauſe to 
God, as the ſupreme Governor of the world, and 
as the God of his people. 

IV. The encouragement given him under thoſe 
circumſtances, that God would take the cauſe upon 
himſelf, and protect his people from the threatened 
deſtruction. 

I. The fituation of Judah, threatened with an in- 
vaſion by a numerous and hoſtile ſoc, 

That we have been bleſſed with every proſperous 
circumſtance which diſtinguiſhed the kingdom of 
Tudah in the days of Jehoſhaphat, is too notorious 
to be denied. Not to enlarge upon the private and 
perſonal virtues of the Kings whom God has hitherto 
been pleaſed graciouſly to ſupport | in the throne of 
theſe kingdoms: we have been favoured with the 
legal cſtabliſhment and ſree poſſeſſion of Chriſt's true 
religion. Oh, that we were generally ſenlible of 
this privilege! We have been diſtinguiſhed by an 
extenſion of trade and commerce, beyond the ex- 
ample of former ages. We have enjoyed peace and 
ſecurity at home, under the juſt and equal adminiſ- 
tration of the laws, which, wuhout diſtinction, have 
ſpoken the ſame language to all orders and degrees 
of men amongſt us. 

But of theſe privileges we have, alas, bcen too 
inſenſible! and, like froward children, have del- 
piſed the bleffings afforded us. It has therefore 
pleaſed God to alarm us with the apprehenſion of 
0 lofs of them. When many flattered themſelves 

at the cords of amity and peace would be drawn 

nore cloſe than ever between this kingdom and a 
neighbouring nation, WE have icen a power riſe up 
amongſt 
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amongſt its inhabitants, which, after ſubverting the 
monarchy and perſecuting the Chriſtian Fanh in 
their own country, has {pread terror and delolation 
in all nations around them. The efforts made to 
oppoſe its progreſs on the continent, though ſuch 
as were ſanctioned by ſound policy and juſt defence, 
have proved ineffectual ; and the French Republic, 
(however variable, and in a courſe of perpetual re- 
volution at home,) ſeems to have been appointed as 
a {ſcourge in the hand of God to puniſh the inha- 
nous of Europe. 

e have yet been beyond the reach of thoſe acts 
of peg 2 and cruelty which their tyranny has 
exerciſed, wherever either their arms or their coun- 
cils have prevailed. They envy our proſperity and 
ſecurity, and they threaten to dirett all the force of 
their arms againſt us to deſtroy us. As the Moabites 
and Ammonites threatened to invade Judah, and 
made preparations for that purpoſe; ſo have 4 
formed their deſign, and made their preparations to 
invade this happy country. Nor let any fooliſhly 
contemplate an invalion with indifference. We have 
been bleſſed with fo long a continuance of peace and 


ſecurity at home, that we have no idea of the mĩſeries 


and deſolation which attend the progreſs of a con- 
quering enemy, or the retreat of a defeated one. 
God grant we may never experience them! Upon 
ſo direful an event, let not any imagine that to per- 
ſons in therr ſituation the effects would be of ſmall 
conſequence. The poor, as well as thoſe who are 
more wealthy, would be involved in the calamity : 
the ſources of induſtry and employment would im- 
mediately be cut off and fail. And beſides, the 
{laughter and deſolation which would mark the pro- 
grels of a conquering foe; when the rapaciouſneſs of 
A4 their 
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their avarice could no longer be gratiſied, the fury 
of military execution, attended with every act of 
brutality and cruelty, would cauſe thoſe to be eſ-— 
tcemed the more happy who were the earlieſt vic- 
ums to the ſword. 

My deſign in thus faithfully ſtating ſuch ſcenes of 
wretchednels, is not to diſcourage or weaken the 
ſpirit of any man, but rather to awaken thoſe who 
view our ſituation with unconcern; that from a re- 
gard for their own 11 t-reſt, if no better motive will 
prevail with them, they may be ready by every 
means in their power, —by contributing according to 
their ſubſlance, be it more or leſs, —and even by 
perlonal ſervice, if neceſlary, to ſupport the go- 
vernment, and aſſiſt in the defence of their country 
againſt ſuch outrage and delolation ; and, above all, 
to excite them to make the Lord of hoſts their re- 
fuge, and with Jehoſhaphat to commit their cauſe 


into his hands. For, we obſerved, 


II. The inability confeſſed by Jehoſhaphat to 


defend his people without the divine aſſiſtance.— 


« We have no might againſt this great company that 
& cometh againſt us, but our eyes are unto thee.” 
The conviction and the confellion of the ſervants 
of God has in all ages been to the ſame effect. They 
knew that without the divine aſſiſtance, the beſt 
concerted meaſures of defence would prove abor- 
tive. At the ſame time they did not neglett to make 
ſuch preparations for defence as their circumſtances 
required, And the convittion of their own inabi— 
lity aroſe from the conſideration, 1. That the ſecret 
purpoſes of God's providence cannot be withilood : 
and 2. That, as finners, they had forfeited that fe- 
curity the loſs of which they apprehended. And 
ſurely both theſe conſiderations apply ſtrongly to 
vurſelves, 1. As 
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t. As to the ſecret purpoſes of God's providence, 
with them in our practical conduct we have no con- 
cern: but ſtill it behoves us to bow with reverence 
before him, under the conviction that there is no 
counſel nor might able to oppole them. It has been 
often manifeſt, that by inſtruments the moſt unlike- 
ly, very important revolutions have been accom- 
pliſhed in the ſtate of human affairs; and the agents 
whom God has employed for the puniſhment of a 
linful people, have generally been others as ſinful, 
who have had nothing in view but the oratification 
of their own ambition or cruelty, We ſee this re— 
markably illuſtrated in the caſe both of Iſrael and 
Judah; the former of which fell by the power of the 
Aſſyrians, the latter by that of the Chaldeans. The 
purpoles of God, however, to puniſh his own peo— 
ple for their ſins, did not juſtify the conduct of their 
oppreſſors. They had other objetts in view, and, 
like our enemies, deſpiſed the God of Iſrael, and 
blaſphemed him. We find, therefore, when God's 
purpole was anſwered in the puniſhment of his peo- 
ple, he remembered the oppreſſion of their adverſa- 
rics. For Iſrael was not forſaken nor [Judah 
& of his God, of the Lord of holts, though their 
„land was filled with fin againſt the Holy One of 
„ Ifracl.” On the contrary, we read, + The violence 
done to me and to my fleſh be upon Babylon, 
„ ſhall the inhabitants of Zion ſay; and my blood 
e upon the inhabitants of Chaldea, ſhall Jerulalem 
& ſay. Therefore thus faith the Lord, Behold I 
_ & will plead thy cauſe, and take vengeance for thee. 
& And Babylon ſhall become heaps, 2 dwelling-place 
& for dragons, an altoniſh:nent, and an hiſſing, with- 

% out an inhabitant.” Which prediction has been 
remarkably accompliſhed. 
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But as all this diſcovers that the race is not to the 
ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong; and that God de- 
termines the fate of kingdoms according to his inh- 
nite wiſdom and juſtice; ſo it teaches us, that we 
are to judge of the actions of men. and of the con- 
duct of nations, ſolely according to their moral na- 
ture. It has in our day been the cuſtom with ſome 
to palliate and excule the ferocious and crue] out- 
rages of our neighbours, becaule they ſuppoſe ſome 
time or other a more glorious ſtate of things 1s to 
ariſe out of the chaos of anarchy and confuſion. It 
will be well if they be not miſtaken. Rather it is 
to be feared, that God is pouring forth his judg- 
ments upon a guilty world. But be the event what 
it may, no principle can be more fallacious, as a 
criterion of human actions, than that which juſtifies 
the means from the conſideration of the final iſſue. 
God may over-rule the actions of free agents in what 
manner he pleaſes; but we are not to juſtify the 
murderer becauſe the man whom he way-laid and 
aſſaſſinated was a villain. | 

And, as the over-ruling power and providence of 
God cannot be oppoſed, ſo neither are we able to 
defend ourſelves independent of the divine aſſiſ- 
tance; becauſe, as ſinners, we have forfeited that 
ſecurity the loſs of which we have reaſon to fear. 

It 1s not to be demied that God has a right to pu- 
niſh finners, either in their individual or their col- 
lective capacity. Our appearance here on this day 
is an acknowledgment that we know we are ſinners 
in both theſe reſpects. Would to God the convic- 
tion ſank deep into the heart of every one, and pro- 
duced that repentance which is not to be repented of. 

The prevailing fins of the nation, the pride, and 
luxury, and diſſipation, which, in the ſcenes of pud- 
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lic life, are too predominant, it will anſwer very 
little purpoſe to expatiate upon in this place. We 
are more concerned to repent of our own fins, to 
conſider our own ways, and to turn our feet unto. 
God's teſtimonies. 

And here, my friends, you muſt permit me to deal 
plainly with you.—As to your private vices (if thoſe 
vices can be called private which are committed pub- 
licly in the face of the ſun, ) thele are ſuch as God 
has declared he will not paſs over unpuniſhed. May 
we not take up the language of the Prophet and ſay, 
& Becauſe of {wearing the land mourneth ?? God 
hath denounced a“ woe to the drunkards of Ephra- 
& jm;” and the ſame woe will overtake the drunk- 


ards of all other places. In this reſpect it is the ſame 


with the maſter and his ſervant, with the maid and 
her miſtreſs ; except that a double woe will overtake 
thoſe who, being placed in authority, encourage 
rather than reſtrain riot and exceſs amongſt thetr 
dependents. Muſt I mention allo the lewdnels 
which ſeems to increaſe amongſt us: hear what the 
word of God faith concerning ; that, as well as ſome 
other vices which prevail too generally. “ This ye 
„know that no whoremonger, nor unclean perlon, 
* nor covetous man who is an idolater, hath any 
6 1nheritance in the kingdom of Chriſt and of God. 
* Let no man deceive you with vain words: for 
& becaule of theſe things cometh the wrath of God 
& upon the children of diſobedience.” Add to theſe, 
the increaling neglett of the public worſhip of al- 
mighty God. How many are there, in this pariſh, 
who are very rarely ſeen in this place? How many 
who grow more and more flack in their attendance? 
Whatever the laſt generation were in ſome other 
relpects, they certainly held themſelves 1 885 ne] oy 
946. 80. 


[us J 
a regular attendance on the public worſhip of God, 
to acknowledge their dependence on his power and 
providence. From youth to old age, under infir- 
mities of body, in the ſeverity of winter, they were 
conſtant and regular in their attendance : while thoſe 
who ſucceed them appear ſcarcely to retain God in 
their remembrance, unleſs it be to blaſpheme him. 
How very few even of thoſe who are better dil- 
poled attend at the table of our Lord; and yet Chriſt, 
when he inſtituted his laſt Supper, ſaid, Do this 
& jn remembrance of me;” and he had before de- 
clared, 4+ Except ye cat the fleſh of the Son of Man, 
and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.” 
Whatever be the caſe with others, theſe are fins 
chargeable upon too many of us. Add to this, we 
have all of us been too inſenſible of the bleſſings we 
enjoy, and have in various particulars contributed 
to the general guilt, for which we have reaſon to 
fear God's judgments. A criminal, convicted of 
his crime, and under the ſentence of the law, is in 
a ſtate of civil incapacity: and God has a right to 
conſider us in the ſame condition, and to deal with 
us accordingly. In that caſe it would prove that 
« we have no might againſt this great company that 
& cometh againſt us; and then, by the juſt judg- 
ment of God, we mult be given over to deſtruction, 
In this caſe, what is the duty to which we are 
more particularly called? , Certainly to repent, and 
turn {rom the evil of our ways, that ſo iniquity may 
not be our ruin. The ſame vices, for the moll part, 
which we have mentioned, particularly a prevailing 
contempt of God and religion. filled up the mealure 
of the iniquity of France, and brought upon its in- 
habitants the miſeries under which they have ſo long 
ſiffered. Let us be wile by their example, and, 
before 


„ 
before it be too late, turn unto God vith ſincerity; 
that, with humble confidence, we may put ourlelves 
under his protection. 

When we endeavour to impreſs you with a ſenſe 
of the importance of the public worſhip of God, and 
of the miniſtry of his holy word, there are ſome who 
fooliſhly imagine we mean ſomething for ourſelves. 
Alas! my friends, what perſonal advantage can 1 
derive from your attendance in this place? Except 
it be, that if my miniſtry be the means of your con- 
verſion and ſalvation, you will be my joy and crown 
of rejoicing in the day of the Lord ſeſus; but if you 
negle& and deſpiſe it, to you it wifl become a ſa- 
vour of death unto death eternal. A painful conſi- 
deration indeed to me, but a much more alarming 
one to yourſelves! 

By the mercies of God in Chrilt Jeſus, therefore, 
let me intreat you to lay thele things ſeriouſly to 
heart. Let the threatenings of our enemies be the 
happy means of awakening your conlciences to fear 
the judgments of God, and let that fear be the begin- 
ning of the effectual converſion both of your hearts 
and. of your lives. It you love your country, if 
you regard the ſecurity of your perlons, of your 
property, of all who are dear to you—ilf you would 
eſcape the judgments of God here, and eternal deſ- 
truttion hereafter, henceforward lead a new life; 
and to this end beſeech God to create in you a new 
heart, and to put a right ſpirit within you. So ſhall 
we be encouraged, though of ourſelves we have no 
might, to put ourſelves under the protection of that 
God who ruleth over all, with humble confidence 
that as the battle is his, he will maintain our cauſe, 
and fight for us againſt our enemies, 
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SERMON ll. 


O my God, wilt thou not judge them? For we 
have no might againſt this great company that 
cometh againſt us ; neither know we what to do: 
but our eyes are upon thee, 2 CHRON. XX. 12. 


IN has ſeparated between God and man. It 
has deprived the {inner of all claim to the di- 
vine favour and protection, and it has expoled him 
to puniſhment from luch inſtruments, as God may 
think fit to appoint, for inflicting puniſhment upon 
him. The criminal, who has been convicted of his 
offence, is liable to ſuffer by the hand of the execu- 
tioner. This obſervation is applicable to nations as 
well as to individuals. And when the judgments. 
of God are abroad in the carth, and ſeem directed 
againſt any particular people, cy are more eſpeci- 
ally admoniſhed, both of their demerit, and their 
danger :—that as a ſinful people they deſerve pu- 
niſhment ;—and, that as they are threatened with 
puniſhment, they have reaſon to ſear it. Hence, 
in every ſcaſon of public alarm, the ſervants of God 
have in all ages deprecated the d:{pleature, and im- 
lored the aid and protcchon of Almighty God. 
Jehoſhaphat acted in this manner, He was threaten- 
ed with an invaſion by a nu nerous and hollile force. 
He called his people to ſoleinn falling and humilia- 
tion. He confefled his own weakneſs, and com- 
mended his cauſe into God's hands, 


We have ſcen, that beſides the impoſſibility of 
| reſiſt- 
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reſiſting the divine counſels, when he has devoted a 
{ſinful people to deſtruttion ; fin is allo an exprels 
for feiture of that ſecurity which, in time pail, a 
guilty nation may have enjoyed: and therefore, that 
under the apprehenſion of God's judgments, we are 
more particularly required to humble ourſelves be- 
fore him, — to confeſs and forſake ourfſins,—to turn 
from the error of our ways, that iniquity may not 
be our ruin. Our only hope of ſafety mull ariſe 
from the confeſſion, that we are unable to reſiſt the 
Judgments of God, in whatever way he may think 
fit to inflict them upon us; and we ſhall then be 
prepared to imitate the conduct of Jehoſhaphat, and 
to derive comfort from the encouragement given 
him : For we are to obſcrve 

III. That Jehoſhaphat committed himſelf and 
his cauſe to God, as the ſupreme Governor of the 
world, and as the God of his people. And 

IV. The encouragement given him ; That God 
would take the cauſe | upon himſelf, and protect his 
pcople from the threatened deſtruttion. 

III. In ſeaſons of proſperity men are apt to for- 


get the ſupreme power and government of God, and 


that, as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes i it, “ he hath prepared 
e his throne in heaven and his kingdom ruleth over 
de all.” And thoſe who know not God, and have 
caſt off his fear, imagine they att independent of his 
Power and providence. But it behoves us to know 
ee that he ruleth over all the kingdoms of the heathen : 
“ and that in his hand is power and might, ſo that 
« none is able to wichſtand him.” Even the nations, 
which deſpiſe his name, are ſubject to his controul. 
And he that ſtillech the noile of the waves and the 
madneſs of the people, even when the waves of the 
ſea are mighty and rage horribly, will make it mani- 
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feſt that the Lord who dwelleth on high is mightier, 
In this view Ichoſhaphat conſidered the matter. He 
knew that Cod could controul the moſt powerful 
and hoſtile nations. His eycs therefore were upon 
the Lord, and he waited upon him with faſting and 
prayer to obtain his aſſiſtance. 

Nor muſt we imagine that God has given up the 
government of the world; though we ſee a nation 
extending its dominion by oppreſſing other nations 
around it. God can ſtop their progreſs when he 
pleaſes, and make apparent the madneſs and wick- 
edneſs of their ambitious counſels. Perhaps he has 
permitted them to prevail hitherto, that many na- 
tions may ſee and feel the dreadful effects of thoſe 
impious and abandoned principles upon which they 
have atted—principles, which have prevailed too 
much in other nations, which now {mart under their 
tyranny - principles, which prevail too much amongſt 
ourſelves: and as they tend to the ſubverſion of al 
order and {ſubordination in civil lociety, ſo are they 
the occaſion of that increaſing impiety and neglett of 
religion, which is ſo charaQteriftic of the times. 
And let me tell you, my friends, that the indifference 
with which many view theſe evils is amongſt the 
worſt ſymptoms of onr condition. When many are 
fo loſt to the fear of God, the love of their country, 
and a ſenſe of their own tereſt in its welfare, that 
they will ſcarcely contribute to its defence; when 
they conſider the event of the preſent contelt, and 
actually ſpeak of it as a matter of indifference; there 
is reaſon to fear, leſt God ſhould open their eyes by 
the dreadful experience of the milerics which they 
affect to deſpiſe. But under ſuch circumſtances, 
thoſe who fear God are more particularly called up- 
on by faith and prayer to put themſelves under the 

divine 
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divine protection. And ſuch may be the more en- 
couraged to do ſo, from the other plea advanced by 
Jehoſhaphat, “ Art thou not our Gd.“ For he 
had appointed them their inheritance, and fixed his 
ſandtuary amongſt his people. 

God is in a more particular manner ſaid to be the 
God of a people, whom he has ſignalized by the 
protection of his providence,—to whom he makes 


known his covenant,—and amongſt whom he eſtab- 


liſhes his pure worſhip and ſervice. Thus he dealt 
with the Jews of old. The Lord's portion was his 
people. He ſaved them from their enemics. He 
committed unto them his lively oracles, and did not 
permit them to fink into the darknels and ignorance 
of the heathen nations around them. And lurely 
we have in like manner been diſtinguiſhed by the 
goodneſs of God towards us. As to temporal de- 
liverances, perhaps there is no nation of Europe 
which has experienced more wonderful initances of 
the merciful interpoſition of divine Providence. 
When about two centuries ago the power of Spain 


threatened to ſubjugate all Europe, and was particu- 


larly diretted againſt this kingdom; with a ſmall 
and inconſiderable force on our part, God was 
pleaſed to blaſt their deſigns: though their prepara- 


tions were ſuch as have never ſince been equalled. 


unleſs perhaps by thole of our enemy at preſent 
prepared againſt us. When we had almolt deſtroy- 
ed ourlelves, God mercifully reſtored to us the ſe— 
curity of our conſtitution and government both in 
Church and State, When we were in danger of 
falling a ſacrifice to Popiſh tyranny and arbitrary 
power, God again wrought deliverance for us. And 
when, within the memory of many yet living, a 
hoſtile force had advanced even into the heart of 

the 
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the kingdom for the ſubverſion of che government, 
they were ſuddenly driven back and defeated, Now 
the paſt experience of God's mercy has always been 
an encouragement to God's people to commit them- 
ſelves to the continuance of his care and protection. 

But how wonder{iily have we been diltinguiſhed 
by our religious privileges! The profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian faith pure and unadulterated has been eſ— 
tabliſhed in this nation. The publick worſhip of 
God has long been performed by the uſe of a Li- 
turgy correſpondent to the principles and uſage of 
the beſt ages of the church. The word of God has. 
been faithfully preached. The Holy Scriptures have 
been open to every one who would read them. So 
that whatever ignorance, or wickedneſs, or proſane- 
nels has prevailed; it is the crime of thoſe who love 
darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds are 
evil. But when we conſider how many there are 
of that unhappy deſcription, we have reaſon to fear 
the judgments of God for our bale ingratitude and 
neglett of thole privileges, which are intended for 
our ſalvation. God has not however left himſelf 
without witneſs in our day. He has amongſt us a 
pcople who know and love and lerve him : and how- 
ever repeated the efforts of wicked men, he has not 
yet ſuffered us to be deprived of che free profeſſion 
of our holy faith. 

The conſideration, that God had fixed his ſanc— 
tuary amongſt his people of old, was uſed by them 
as a plea to encourage their confidence in Jehovah, 
and alleged by God himſelf as a reaſon why he would 
not permit their enemies to rule over them. ASA 
father, though he will chaſtiſe his child, will not 
haſtily diſinherit and abandon him; ſo God is long- 
ſuffering, more eſpecially to thoſe whom he has ta- 
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ken into covenant with himſelf, and admitted to the 
privileges of the Church of Chriſt. By the great 
go0dnels of God we have been admitted to thoſe pri- 
vileges. We are therefore in ſome ſenſe God's pe. 
culiar property, and ſhould for that reaſon commit 
our cauſe to his management and defence. He uſu— 
ally makes thoſe, in whoſe bchalf he purpoſes to in- 
terpoſe, ſenſible that their own. arm cannot fave 
them; to the end that they may be conſtrained to 
wake him their refuge, and alcribe to him the ho- 
nour of their deliverance. And this leads us to 
conſider 

IV. The encouragement given Jehoſhaphat, that 
God would take the cauſe upon himſelf, and defend 
his people from the threatened deſtruction, 

The encouragement given |choſhaphat was by the 
ſpirit of prophecy, which came upon Jaheziel in the 
midſt of the congregation, © Thus faith the Lord 
e unto you, Be not afraid nor diſmayed by reaſon 
& of this great multitude ; for the battle is not your's 
ee but God's.” * When the Jews adhercd to the wor- 
ſhip of Jehovah the only living and true God, molt 
of the conteſts in which they were engaged were with 
men who blaſphemed the Lord and deſpiſed his au— 
thority. This was the caſe when the army of the 


| King of Aſſyria came againſt Jeruſalem in the days 


of Hezekiah. The ſervants of the King of Afſly- 
ria, in the name of their maſter, bid dehance to the 
Holy One of Iſrael; and aſſured themſelves of vic- 
tory as they had prevailed over other nations. Who 
among the Gods,” ſay they, have delivered their 
country out of my hand, that the Lord ſhould de- 
liver Jeruſalem out of my hand.” But what faith 
the anſwer of God by the prophet, + Whom haſt 
a Ver. 15. 
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& thou reproached and blaſp hemed ? Behold,” ſaith 
God, “ will put my Sang in thy noſe, and my 
& bridle i in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the 
& way by which thou cameſt.” > And the caſe with 
reſpect to Jehoſhaphat not to be nearly ſimilar. 
The nations who came againſt him were idolatrous 
nations: God therefore was pleaſed to aſſert his own 
providence as the ſupreme governor of the world, 
and to defend his own cauſe. And ſuch was the 
event that che fear of God was on all the kingdoms 
of thoſe countries, when they heard that the Lord 
& fought againſt the enemies of Ifracl.” © 

The danger with which we are threatened is from 
a people, who have poured contempt upon Chriſtia- 
nity, and blaſphemed the name of God and his go- 
vernment over the world. How far God may ſuf— 
ſer them to prevail we are not able to determine : 
but ſurely we may hope that God will maintain his 
own cauſe. If we continue ſtedfaſt in his covenant 
and hold faſt the profeſſion of the faith of Chriſt, 
we may derive encouragement from conſidering 
how God hath delivered his people of old. He can, 
by the ſecret working of his providence, render abor- 
tive the molt formidable deſigus of our enemies. It is 
therefore our duty to ſtrengthen ourſelves in the 
Lord our God; and truſting in his mercy hope for 
his protection in the hour of danger. Our greateſt 
danger ariſes from our partaking with our enemies in 
their crimes, and deſpiling the mercies of God to- 
wards us. In that caſe, as there will be neither hu- 
miliation before God for our ſins, nor prayer for his 
protedtion, there can be no reafon to expett he will 
vouchſafe to protect us. 

But remember, the encouragement, which God 

d 2 Kings xix, 28, 2 2 Chron, xx. 29. 
gives 
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gives thoſe who love and ſerve him to commit their 


cauſe into his hands, and to hope for his protettion, 
does not ſupercede their obligation fo to act, as may 
be conducive to their defence. Neither in ſpiritu— 
al nor temporal things have we any warrant for ſuch 
ſupine negligence and indifference. In the preſent 
cale, the infatuation of ſume perſons, who talk as if 
danger could never reach them, is unaccountable. 
What !- Do they imagine that a conquering enemy 
would ſpare their houſes any more than thoſe of 
their neighbours ! Be affured, if ſuch a diſpoſition 
generally prevailed amongit us, we muſt become an 
caly prey to the enemy, and ſhould repent our fol- 
ly, when 1t became too late to apply a remedy. 

In ſuch a cale trade and commerce would be at 
an end, and there would be no one to employ the 
weaver or the manufacturer. The landed property 
would be ſeized by the conqueror. The lock of 
the farmer would be put in requiſition, or delivered 
over to plunder. Ihe fields would be laid waſte, and 
the occupier deprived of the ability to cultivate them. 
The conſequence would be, that the ſervant and 
the labourer being without employment, it would 
become impoſſible for them to earn a ſubſiſtence. 
And the relief now afforded the poor, by the provi- 
ſion made for them in their ſeveral pariſhes, would 
be at an end: for as no man would be able to pay 
the rates now levied for their ſupport, ſo the care 
and collection of them would be aboliſhed. This 
is no exaggeration of the caſe. Such miſery has 
taken place where the enemy has prevailed; and 1 
{tate the caſe thus plainly that every one whether 
poor or rich, whether maſter or ſervant, may ſee 
that his all, be it more or leſs, is at ſtake; and 
therefore be excited to do every thing in his power 


for 


8 2 1 
for the defence and protection of his country. Com- 
mitting the common cauſe unto God, and encourag- 
ing ourſelves in his fear, we ſhould remember the 
language of Joab when the Ammonites and Syrians 
ny againſt Iſrael, “ Be of good courage, and 

© play the men for our people, and for the cities of 
* our God: and the Lord do that which ſeemeth 
“him good.” “ 

There can be no doubt that war is one of the moſt 
dreadful ſcourges which God inflitts upon a guilty 
world: and therefore, it ſhould never be provoked 
nor engaged in, but for juſt and neceſſary defence. 
This is the caſe with us at preſent: and therefore 
with humble confidence we may be encouraged more 


earneſtly to implore the divine protection. But, 


amidſt the din of war and the deſolation of nations, 
let us learn the uncertainty of every thing in this 
world, upon which the natural man fixes his hope, 
and from whence he expects happineſs. Alas! my 
friends, to what uncertainty are all carthly poſſel. 
Hons liable! Of what moment then is it, that you 
have a right to an inheritance incorruptible and un- 
defiled and that fadeth not away, reſerved for your 


enjoyment in a better ſtate! The various calamiticsl 


of this life are intended to awaken ſinful men to a ſe- 
rious conſideration of the things of eternity: but if 
they fail of chis effect, the ſinner mull at laſt periſh 
in the general ruin, when the carth and the works 
thereof {hall be burnt up. 

Let me then remind you, that beſides the enemies 
which threaten your, country, you have enemies 
which threaten the ruin of your ſouls. Your own 
ſinful affections, the ſnares and allurements of the 
world, and the malice of the devil, if you reſiſt them 


* 2 Sam, x. 12, 
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not will prove your deſtruction. By your baptiſm 

ou are bound to acquit yourſelves as good ſoldiers 
of Chriſt againſt fin, the world, and the devil, and 
to continue Chrilt's faithful ſoldiers and ſervants un- 
to your lives end. Many of you I fear have deſert- 
ed Chriſt's ſervice, and are engaged on the ſide of 
his enemies and your own. But it is time to return 
to that Lord from whom you have lo deeply revolt- 
ed. It is true in this ſenſe you may adopt the lan- 
guage of Jchoſhaphat, ** We have no might againſt 
« this great company which coineth againſt us.” But 
if you really feel your weakneſs and confeſs it, not 
as an excule for your negligence, but with an earneſt 
deſire of reſiſting your ſpiritual enemies by the 


help of divine grace, God has promiſed © that unto 


im that hath no might he will increaſe ſtrength.” * 
In this ſpiritual combat your eyes muſt be upon 
the Lord. You muſt run the race which is ſet be- 
fore you, looking unto Jeſus the author and finiſher 
of your faith, He will then take your cauſe into his 
OWN i.ands, and make it manifeſt that the battle is 
not yours but God's. You mult however cominue 
fighting the good fight of faith until you lay hold on 
eternal life. | 
It you be faithfully engaged in this ſpiritual war— 
fare, the Captain of your falvation, who was himſelf 
made perfect by ſufferings, will ſupport you under 
the evils of this life. In times of public danger or 
diſtreſs, you will make him your refuge. You will 
poſſeſs your ſouls in peace and patience, and learn 
to be anxiouſly careful for nothing, but in ever 
thing by prayer and ſupplication with thankſgiving 
to let your requeſt be made known unto God. 
And may God hear and anſwer the prayers which 
© Ifai, xl. 29, 
| have 
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have been put up to him this day. May our humili- 
ation be acceptable in his ſight. May he defeat the 
dehgnus of our enemies, that the ſword paſs not 
through the land. May we continue to enjoy peace 
and ſecurity at home, and go out and in none mak- 
Ing us afraid. And above all, and as the means to 
ſecure every inferior bleſſing, as well as prepare us 
for future bliſs when deſtruttion ſhall overtake all 
the workers of iniquity ; may every one here pre- 
ſent turn unto the Lord our God with fincerity, and 
being recoaciled to him in Chriſt Jeſus, walk in the 
path of holineis and peace, and at laſt enter into 
eternal reſt, | 
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have been put up to him this day. May our humili- 
ation be acceptable in his ſight. May he defeat the 
dehgns of our enemies, that the ſword paſs not 
through the land. May we continue to enjoy peace 
and ſecurity at home, and go out and in none mak- 
ing us afraid. And above all, and as the means to 
ſecure every inferior bleſſing, as well as prepare us 
for future bliſs when deſtruttion ſhall overtake all 
the workers of iniquity ; may every one here pre- 
ſent turn unto the Lord our God with ſincerity, and 
being reconciled to him in Chriſt Jeſus, walk in the 
path of holineis and peace, and at laſt enter into 
eternal reſt. 
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